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Attachment to
C-01042/53

It iz of the uimost importance to US National
Security to eastablish the extent to which the T88h

has depluyad its ICBH weapons system. Soviet progress
ia soequiring an operational capability is indicated
by thelr krnown test activity and evidence that the
thomselves are beling put inte productios.

Studies over the past two yesars by the US latells-~
gonce Comminity have concluded that TALENT photography
offers the only resasonsable chance of obtainiag data
on the location and characteristics of operational
ICBH launch sites and that, to best advantage, only
during the period of comatruction. Other moans ave
ectimpted to heve a negligiblo chasce of locating
Soviet JCHY sites.

Although the construction of ICBE launch =nites
is believed to be in progress, we have no solid in-
formsation me to whers these may be located. TUe are
therefors compelled to conduct & search for operstional
sitea.

%o are not, bowever, wholly without some leads
as to how amnd where to search and on the basis of
deduction and fragmentary clues we have solected
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cexiain areas,

Un the basis of deduction alone we are led to
selieve that the Zoviet ICBM weapons system is tied to
the rall network at least for logistic support in
either fixed site or rail mobile concepts. On the
basis of evidence alone (acd that extremely limited)
“e have been led to piupoint Polyarayy Ural, in the
#estera Arctic littoral, as the most sugpicioun
poszible location of an operationsl launch site.

Ztudy of the Soviet rail network for potential
operational launch sites bas led us to select the
following search areoas:

e Urals (including Nizhniyy Salda, Zlatoust,

Sverdlovek, Perm and Ufa),

“he Fotlas-Salekhard area (iacluding Polyaruyy

Ural), |

The Euzneta Basin (o include Eresnoysrsik) .

The first priority srem for search iz the rale.
In oxder, however, to assure satisfactory coverage of
thiz area, it may be naceasary to conduct two missions,
If the immeodiate Polyarayy Ural area cannct be included
in one of these misstions 1t will require an additional
flight. The vremainder of the Kotlas-Salekhard aren
and the Kuznets Basin are of lesser priority. Their
coverage should depend upon the knowledge obtained in
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Covarege of the prisery terget ares would provide information
of invaluable significance on the status of the Soviet ICEM progyen,
even if negative on the identification of ICEM lmunch gites.
Fortuitously, it includes targets of utmost importance to cur
apprecistion of Soviet nuclear weapons production (Kyshtym, Verkhne
Reyvinskiy, and Nishnaye Ture}; routes of sccess to it cen permit
acquipition of information on missile {and spece) research and
development (points on the Vledimirovia-Iaie Balkash, Kmpuastin
Yar, and Tyurs Tam test vanges and possidle could include the Tyura
Tam renge-heed iteelf); ICEM production (Sverdlovsk) and ballistic
misgile submerine construction (Beverodvinsk). Purthernore, the
importance of obtaining photography of the Urels area should itselfl
not be underestimated, for whills we know this complex is 6 major
Soviet industrial center we have had virtuslly no sccess to it.

Approved For Release 2001/08/2‘7’ : GIARR 15 075%@%%@0040028-1

il

;:"3



